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wanted services of the former bishop by issuing a formal
accusation against him, based on certain papers found in
a safe. Talleyrand always claimed the accusation was un-
true; whatever the case, he became a refugee. Already
rejected by his mother and her family, disowned by the
nobility, and execrated by the Church, he was finally
driven away by the Revolution. He took refuge in Eng-
land, but only for a short time. England, too, would have
none of him and expelled him on January 28, 1794. From
there he went to the United States. Had he then, at forty,
become an enemy of the human race, spurned by the
whole world, without one place of refuge? But in the
general excommunication to which he was subjected, he
retained a few faithful friends of both sexes. These he
was always to have:- a sort of compensation for the hatred
which never ceased to pursue him. On September 4, 1795,
his friends obtained a decree from the Convention which
annulled the accusation of 1792 and permitted him to re-
turn. He returned, at a time when the Directory was at
the height of its power, minus fortune, position, and
family, suspect to the new leaders because of his former
connections with the aristocracy and the Church. What
could he do? Anything can happen during a period of
revolution. A woman, Mms. de Stael, in one day made him
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He was forty-three.
For five years the Revolution had been waging a war
in search of its natural boundaries. At Leoben it had
agreed to the partition of northern Italy with Austria.
It was engaged in the pursuit of profitable alliances in
every direction, and with as much tlan as any eighteenth-
century court. In accepting the Ministry, die erstwhile
bishop of Autun was bound to follow a foreign policy
which was the negation of the plan elaborated in his
Memoir. What was the explanation for this retraction?
* Historians have had no trouble in finding one. The vicious
and depraved abb6, the apostate bishop, was going to trans-
form himself into one of 'the most skillful turncoats in